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READING GROUP NOTES ON
‘MY PARENTS ARE OUT OF CONTROL’

By Pete Johnson

How about discussing …
‘I have this very rare medical condition. I’m severely allergic to homework,’ (p.6) What is your first impression of Louis? Is he someone you would like as a friend?

Louis thinks Rup is the best boss his dad has ever had (p.11) Why do you think Louis’s dad isn’t so keen?
When Louis’s dad wants to practise touching fists Louis ‘nearly laughed for a week,’ (p.19) Why do you think his dad wanted to do this? Was Louis right to teach him?

A famous scene: Dad’s outburst outside the school disco (p.65) How embarrassing would you find this? Would you react as Louis did? Why did Louis’s dad do this? (p.68, 69)

What do you think of ‘Kids with Attitude?’ (p.106-114) Would you ever go on a show like that? Edgar said the show ‘plumbed new depths of nastiness.’ Would you agree with Edgar? Some people are worried TV talent shows put too much pressure on children to perform well. What do you think?
What do you think is the most embarrassing thing Louis’s parents do? Might it be when they dance in public, for instance? (p.137-138) or when they try and ‘friend’ Louis on Facebook (p.143-144) or when Louis’s dad buys a baseball cap? (p.155-156) Or maybe you can think of other examples.
What is your opinion of Edgar? Did it change as the book went on? Why do you think Maddy like him?

Louis’s Nan and Granddad: How are they different from Louis’s parents? What is their reaction to the baseball cap (p.163-164) Were they right to interfere?

The ending of the book. Was Dad’s news a shock? (p.230-234). When Louis says right at the end of the book. ‘The thing is, Dad, really you are in fact cool (p.234) What does he mean? Would you agree?

One reviewer described ‘My Parents are out of Control,’ as ‘the funniest kids books I’ve read in ages.’    (Jenny Davies, Wondrous Reads.) Which scenes did you find the funniest? 
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